[Chronic arterial insufficiency of the bellow knee arteries (retrospective study)].
The study involves 70 patients for the period from 1990 till 2001. Male are 60 of them and female are 10 patients. A total of 77 surgical procedures were performed on these patients with highest number per year are 1990 and 2001. Results are as follows: patent reconstruction--47, graft thrombosis not requiring immediate amputation--18, graft thrombosis requiring immediate amputation--11, and death in one case. Fifty five patients had grafts to the bellow the knee popliteal artery, and 23 of them received grafts to a tibial or peroneal artery. The stage distribution of patients is as follows: stage II--5 patients, stage III--50 patients, and stage IV--22 patients. Rethrombosis rate increased with the higher stages of the disease. In six cases ipsilateral deep venous thrombosis was diagnosed by duplex ultrasound study. Synthetic grafts were used in 24 of patients, nine of them received composed grafts, and in 38 cases venous conduits were employed. Diabetes mellitus was a comorbid condition in 13 patients. Thirty one (40.26%) of the grafts thrombosed.